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“THAT IS JUST YOUR OPINION” 
 

 When we engage in conversation with others about 

matters over which we have some sort of disagreement, 

in the course of a discussion someone might say, “That 

is just your opinion.” There are some statements which 

humans make that definitely do fall into the category of 

opinion, but others are declarations of fact. 

 I do not want to give my personal opinion about 

what the word “opinion” means. That would be silly 

and non-productive. One dictionary defines “opinion” 

as “a belief not based on absolute certainty or positive 

knowledge but on what seems true, valid, or probable 

to one’s own mind” [www.yourdictionary.com]. Note the 

subjective element of an opinion: it is what “seems” to 

be true. The same source says, “An example of 

opinion is purple is the best color.” 

 Fact and fantasy are different. So are opinions and 

objective truth. In the spiritual realm, God’s word is 

truth. Jesus said so (John 17:17). God’s word is our 

non-changing, objective, established standard of 

authority in all religious and moral matters. There are 

occasions when we tell someone what the Bible says 

about a particular matter and their response is, “That is 

just your opinion.” If it is a message from God, who 

cannot lie (Titus 1:2), then it is not falsehood, it is not 

fable, and it is not fantasy. What God says is fact/ 

truthful revelation; not opinion, but fact.  

 God created all things in six days. “That’s just your 

opinion.” Actually, the Bible says it. “For in six days 

the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and 

all that is in them . . .” (Exodus 20:11). 

 The flood in the days of Noah was a world-wide 

catastrophe. “That’s just your opinion.” In fact, the 

Bible says, “Now the flood was on the earth forty days . 

. . And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, 

and all the high hills under the whole heaven were 

covered” (Genesis 7:17,19). 

 When Isaiah foretold that a virgin woman would 

give birth to a son by the name of Immanuel, he was 

talking about Mary and Jesus. “That’s just your 

opinion.” In truth, after an angel told Joseph that Mary 

had conceived and would give birth to a child that he 

would name “Jesus,” the Bible declares, “So all this was 

done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 

Lord through the prophet, saying, ‘Behold the virgin 

shall be with child and bear a Son, and they shall call 

His name Immanuel,’ which is translated, ‘God with 

us’” (Matthew 1:22,23).  

 It is tragic that there is so much divorce today, 

because God hates divorce. “That is just your opinion.” 

The Bible says, “For the LORD God of Israel says that 

He hates divorce” (Malachi 2:16). 

 In God’s arrangement for marriage, the husband is 

the head of the wife. “That’s just your opinion.” 

Actually, the Bible declares, “For the husband is head 

of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church” 

(Ephesians 5:23).  

 It is God’s will for wives to submit to their 

husbands. “That is just your opinion.” It is written, 

“Wives, submit to your own husbands as is fitting in 

the Lord” (Colossians 3:18).  

 A husband ought to have sacrificial love for his 

wife. “That’s just your opinion.” Well, the Bible says, 

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved 

the church and gave Himself for her” (Ephesians 

5:25). 

 A homosexual/same-gender sexual relationship is 

not acceptable to God. “That is just your opinion.” 

Please hear this: “. . . Do not be deceived. Neither 

fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 

homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, 

nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit 

the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9,10). 

 Children need to learn to respect their parents and 

be ready to care for them. “That is just your opinion.” In 

fact, the Bible says, “Children, obey your parents in all 

things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord . . . Honor 

your father and mother . . .” (Colossians 3:20; 

Ephesians 6:2). It also says, “But if any widow has 

children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show 

piety at home and to repay their parents, for this is good 

and acceptable before God” (1 Timothy 5:4).  

 If an idea is merely our opinion, then we ought to 

admit that and not consider our viewpoint as something 

that others must accept. On the other hand, if God has 

revealed a truth in the Bible, let us not try to dismiss or 

downplay it by saying to the one who points out that 

biblical truth to us, “That is just your opinion.” 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 33 
 

 The chapter’s theme – “Now this is the blessing 

with which Moses the man of God blessed the children 

of Israel before his death” (33:1). Moses blessed each 

tribe of Israel, and in some cases spoke of their future, 

as Jacob had done with his twelve sons (Genesis 49). 

 God’s blessings for Israel – Here is what He had 

done already or would provide for Israel:  

- A law for Israel (33:2) 

- Love for Israel (33:3) 

- King (God Himself) for Israel (33:5) 

- Help for Israel (33:26) 

- Safety/salvation for Israel (33:28,29) 

 Priestly functions (33:8-11) – Moses spoke about 

the tribe of Levi, not specifically naming the priests, 

but by comparing the content of other Old Testament 

passages, we know that what Moses says here applied 

to the priests (who were male Levites, the descendants 

of Aaron in particular). What would the activities of 

the priests include?  

 -  Something about a Thummim and Urim (33:8). 

Through these objects, which were on the breastplate 

of the high priest, God would communicate with/give 

judgment to Israel in certain situations (Exodus  

28:30; Numbers 27:21). 

 -  Teach God’s law to the people (33:10) 

 -  Burn incense and offer sacrifices (33:10) 

 Rare mention of the tribe “of Joseph” (33:13) – 

Because the birthright of the firstborn was passed to 

Joseph (1 Chronicles 5:1), when the territory of 

Canaan was divided among the tribes of Israel, the 

offspring of Joseph’s sons received a double portion. 

The Bible commonly mentions those two sons as 

being two tribes: Manasseh and Ephraim (33:17). 

 A comforting reminder – “There is no one like the 

God of Jeshurun (Israel, rdc), Who rides the heavens 

to help you . . .”. . .” (33:26).   

 More encouragement for Israel – “The eternal God 

is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting 

arms . . . Happy are you, O Israel! Who is like you, a 

people saved by the Lord, the shield of your help . . .” 

(33:27,29). Take those principles and apply them to 

Christians, who are the people of God under the new 

covenant. We serve the same God which Israel did. 

He is the changeless, eternal Ruler of the universe. We 

are blessed to be able to take refuge under His 

everlasting, powerful arms. Like Israel, we are blessed 

immensely, happy folks who have been saved and 

have the Lord as our Helper. Yes, we are blessed! 

-- Roger D. Campbell 

Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 34 
 

 The chapter’s theme – Moses’ death and burial. 

 Moses saw the promised land (34:1-4) – As the 

Lord had promised, from Mount Nebo, the top of 

Pisgah, Moses was allowed to see the land of Canaan 

before his passing. What mixed feelings this one 

hundred and twenty-year old man must have felt. 

 Information about Moses’ death and burial (34:5-8):  

 - He is described as “the servant of the LORD” 

(34:5). Is that not what we all aspire to be?!  

 -  He died in the land of Moab, which was east of 

the Jordan River (34:5). 

 -  Israel traveled between Egypt and Canaan for 

forty years. Moses died just before the completion of 

that forty-year sojourning.  

 -  Jehovah Himself buried Moses “in a valley in the 

land of Moab, opposite Beth Peor” (34:6). 

 -  No one except the Lord knew where Moses was 

buried (34:6). How fascinating. God must have had 

His reason(s) for doing it that way. 

 -  Though Moses was 120 years old, his body was 

still in good condition, so poor health is not what 

caused his demise (34:7). God took Moses’ life 

because he failed to believe Him (Numbers 20:12). 

 -  The Israelites wept and mourned for Moses for 

thirty days (34:8). 

 Transition to a new leader in Israel – Joshua had 

been the leader “in waiting,” having played the role of 

Moses’ assistant/servant. The Lord handpicked him to 

replace Moses as Israel’s new leader. He was filled 

with the spirit of wisdom and had the backing of the 

people (34:9). How blessed God’s people are when 

they can have a smooth transition into a time of new 

leadership, and how blessed they are when godly men 

have been trained and are ready to step up and take on 

the demanding, sometimes-thankless job of leading.  

 Moses truly was a special man – He was a 

spokesman for the Lord, a man who was blessed to 

have a unique relationship with God. The Bible says 

that the Lord knew Moses “face to face,” indicating 

the closeness/intimacy of their relationship (34:10). 

Moses’ influence on the nation of Israel extended long 

past the generation in which he lived. His signs, 

wonders, mighty powers, great terror and leadership 

left a lasting mark on the Israelite people (34:11,12), 

And, of course, even Christians living in this century 

are influenced indirectly by his role in God’s scheme 

of redemption.  

 Deuteronomy begins with Israel leaving Mount 

Sinai and closes with Moses’ death. How blessed we 

have been to learn lessons from God’s instructions 

and Moses’ timely reminders to the Lord’s people.   
-- Roger D. Campbell 



WHAT CAN YOU AND I DO TO IMPRESS GOD? 

 We all have observed small children call out to their 

mother with words such as these, “Hey Mommy, watch 

how fast I can run.” After his brief run, the child then 

wants to know, “Mommy, did you see that? I was 

running fast, wasn’t I, Mommy?” What is the kid trying 

to accomplish? He wants to impress his mother and feel 

good about himself for doing so. 

 As that child grows into a teenager, he may start 

paying attention to the young ladies around him. If that 

is true, he probably hopes they will pay attention to him, 

too. What better way for that to happen than for him to 

do something that he thinks will impress them? He may 

not ask them, “Hey, did you see what I did,” but that is 

exactly what he is thinking.  

 I had a good friend who went for an interview for a 

very appealing job opportunity. After the completion of 

the interview, someone within the company told him 

that he had “impressed the socks off of” the manager 

who had interviewed him. Impressing the hirers – if 

they really want a particular job, that is what potential 

employees are trying to do during the interview process, 

right?  

 What if we are not thinking about impressing our 

mother, a young classmate, or an employer? What if we 

are thinking that we would really like to impress the 

God of heaven? Well, if we have the goal of pleasing 

Him, that would be a good thing. We know that when 

Jesus lived on the earth, He always did those things that 

pleased His heavenly Father (John 8:29). We would 

love to be like Jesus and do the same thing. 

 What do you and I need to do to get God’s 

attention? Nothing. We already have His attention. He 

observes and takes note of everything that every human 

does. “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, 

but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to 

whom we must give account” (Hebrews 4:13). The Lord 

God is all-knowing, which means that we do not need to 

fret over whether or not we have His attention. We do – 

at all times! Does our attitude and behavior bring honor 

to His name and make Him happy? That is a different 

question entirely.  

 Okay, so what if I want to impress the Lord? What 

would I need to do? What if I could memorize the 

names of stars, planets, and galaxies? Would my 

knowledge impress Him? I think not. First of all, He 

created all of them, which is something that humans 

cannot duplicate. Not only that, our knowledge of 

material things could never compare to His. God’s 

knowledge of outer space is amazing: “He counts the 

number of the stars; He calls them all by name” (Psalm 

147:4). Now that is impressive! 

 What  if  we,  instead  of  concentrating on  learning  

about material things, decided to put forth a great effort 

to memorize Bible verses or even whole books of the 

Bible? Would that impress God? There is no doubt that 

putting in a strong effort to learn the Scriptures would 

have the potential to be a great blessing to our lives, but, 

no, that would not impress God. You see, He expects 

you and me to understand His will (Ephesians 5:17). He 

expects us to learn the truth and keep on growing in 
knowledge of Bible matters (2 Peter 3:18). 

 Well, what if I did a number of good deeds that 

benefit other people? Would that impress God and put 

me in good standing with Him? No. Again, He expects 

those who have the capacity to do so to “be rich in good 

works” (1 Timothy 6:17,18), and He does not tell 

humans “Thank you” for doing so. 

 Would it impress the Lord if we forsook a lot of 

things in order to follow Him? No. In fact, if we want 

to be counted as the Christ’s disciples, He demands 
that we forsake all for His sake (Luke 14:33). 

 What if I could make a list of all the different 

ways in my life that I have obeyed God? Surely that 

would impress Him. It would not. Submitting to a 

master’s desire is what servants do (Luke 7:8). So, if 

we are God’s servants, then submission to Him just 

comes with the territory. We need to let the following 

words of Jesus sink down in our hearts: “So likewise 

you, when you have done all those things which you 

are commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. 

We have done what was our duty to do” (Luke 17:10). 

Let us not think of ourselves as impressive servants, 
but as unprofitable ones. 

 What if you and I should contribute large amounts 

of money to the Lord’s work on a regular basis? Some 

do. Others give less money because they have less to 

start with, but they make sacrificial offerings with a 

great spirit that wants to honor the Lord with their 

possessions (Proverbs 3:9). Still, the answer is “No, we 

cannot impress God with our giving.”  

 If we have been trying to impress God, let us give 

up such a mindset. If we trust in our impressiveness and 

goodness, they never would be sufficient to put us into 

or keep us in the right relationship with God. We could 

never do anything that could compare with God’s 

greatness, so when He sees our feeble efforts, He never 

will say, “Wow, that is impressive.” He wants us to be 

faithful servants (Matthew 25:21), do our best to walk in 

the light (1 John 1:6,7), and love Him with all of our 

heart (Mark 12:30). Rather than boast about ourselves 

or attempt to be impressive, let us emulate the heart of 

Paul: “But God forbid that I should boast except in the 

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ . . .” (Galatians 6:14).   
-- Roger D. Campbell 



1 Thessalonians 1:9,10 – THE TRANSFORMED THESSALONIANS

 When the apostle Paul wrote his first-recorded 

letter to “the church of the Thessalonians” (1 

Thessalonians 1:1), they were a changed people. They 

were not the same people whom he had met when he 

initially went to that city to preach the unsearchable 

riches of the Christ (Acts 17:1-9). 

 In what way had the Thessalonian saints changed? 

What kind of life were they now living, and to what 

were they looking forward? The words of 1 

Thessalonians 1:9,10 show us a magnificent change in 

their lives:  

(9) For they themselves declare concerning us 

what manner of entry we had to you, and how you 

turned to God from idols to serve the living and 

true God, (10) and to wait for His Son from 

heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even 

Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

What do we learn from these verses about our brothers 

and sisters in Thessalonica? Here are four facts that 

summarize their past, present, and future: 

  They had turned from idols (1:9). In their pre-

Christian life, they had served idols. That is not 

surprising, as idolatry was one of the sins that plagued 

much of the ancient Gentile world. Many first-century 

congregations of God’s church were comprised of 

people who formerly worshipped images, material 

objects, and man-imagined “deities.”  

 The world of our today is still filled with 

idolatrous practices, and every single idolater needs to 

hear the gospel of the Lord Jesus so they, too, can 

learn to forsake their idols! Today we have devoted 

brethren who have left behind their idols and are 

strong in the faith. They are a great encouragement to 

us and a great help in reaching out to others in their 

communities and own families who still are caught up 

in idolatry. The great news is that idolaters can be 

forgiven (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 

 The biblical portrayal of the Thessalonian saints 

reminds us that when one comes to the Lord, he must 

leave behind his sinful habits. In order to be saved, out 

of godly sorrow one must repent of his sins – all of 

them (2 Corinthians 7:10). No one can truly come to 

the Lord and please Him if that person is still trying to 

hang on to his old ways. The old man and all of his 

sinful ways must be forsaken. Like the Thessalonians 

did, lost people must come out from their sinful past. 

  They had turned to the living and true God 
(1:9). It is not enough for a person to stop committing 

a certain sin. To be saved, one also must take the next 

step, which is turning to the Source of salvation – the 

true and living God. The saints in Thessalonica had 

gone from false gods to the true God and from a life 

without hope to a life filled with hope! It is not 

enough for a drunkard to give up his bottle: he also 

must turn to the Lord. It is not enough for the thief to 

stop stealing, the liar to stop lying, or the fornicator to 

stop committing fornication: forgiveness can be 

received only when they turn to the living and true 

God for the cleansing that only He can supply. It is 

not sufficient for a person to make improvements in 

his lifestyle. To be saved and have the hope of heaven, 

he must be born again (John 3:3-5), then act like a 

new creation in the Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

  They now serve that living and true God 
(1:9). That is just what Christians do. We live to 

“serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear” 

(Hebrews 12:28). With no sense of shame and without 

the slightest hesitation, we acknowledge that we are 

servants of the King! Of course, if that is our 

confession, then we need to live a life which shows 

that our claim to serve the Lord is not hollow. 

 How were the Thessalonian disciples doing in 

their service to God? They were not flawless, yet there 

are indications that they had gotten off to a great start. 

In the first chapter of 1 Thessalonians, we see that, 

though they had been in the Lord for only a relatively-

short period of time, they had become good examples 

(1:7), had sounded out the Lord’s word (1:8), and had 

a faith that was well-recognized by others (1:8).  

  They are waiting for God’s Son from heaven 
(1:10). So, they had turned from idols, turned to God, 

served God, and waited for someone to come. When 

the Bible says that they turned to God to “wait,” that 

does not mean that they were sitting down and doing 

nothing. Staying with “w” words, we, like they, not 

only wait, but we also watch (Mark 13:35) and work 

for the Lord as we wait (1 Corinthians 15:58).  

 How does Paul describe the one for whom the 

brothers and sisters in Thessalonica were waiting? He 

is the Son of God (1:10), He is the one whom God has 

raised from the dead (1:10), He is Jesus (1:10), and He 

is the Deliverer from the wrath to come (1:10). Our 

Lord lives! We serve the risen Son of God, who is the 

great Deliverer! And, He is coming to take us home to 

a place of eternal rest. 

 Like the Thessalonians, we may have had an ugly 

past, but we are blessed to serve the living and true 

God. What a glorious future awaits us in heaven! 
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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